APR-01-05 FRI 10:19 AM FAX NO. 



In tlm Clnims : 

Please cancel claims 8-10. 18, 20-22, 30-33, 36-37. Please amend claims 1, 3. 10, 13, 15, 
20 and 24. Please add new claims 42-54. The claims arc as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for tracking computer-related assets, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

■...^ rj „„ ***** nf said p««*« inHe pPnrlentlv from the group consisting of a comp uter 
hardware ps-^ and a com puter software asset; 

t v~M ua a n ew aiJctrrjf^ i l i l , i ■ ■ 1 i I * msmg said assets bwu* moveable 

between fi^t ^ to a second site ofjhe plurality of sites only by being routed through 
smd a central site, *nd *** assets not being moveable directly from [[a]] the first site to [[a]] His 
second site oftherhrrarhyo^^ 

theyo up lA J i i aUimj of t r^ mupulu liai Jwatu ami and a comput e t ■i.uflc/ arc-tgsct; 
assigning a unique identifier to each said asset; 

recording the location of eadi said asset with respect to said central site in an electronic 

databas e, and uu cadi movmuml o f said a^ t : 

recording exit of the each asset from the a current site in said database; 
recording an intended destination site in said database; and 

verifying entry of the each asset at the destination site, being a new current location, in 
said database. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim [[2]] I, comprising the further steps of: 
for each asset, recording configuration information relevant to that asset on said database; 

and 

on each configuration of a said asset at said central site, updating said configuration 
information on said database, 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, wherein said configuration infonnation of said 
assets comprises an IP (Internet Protocol) address. 



5-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, including the further step, occurring upon return of an asset 
to said central site, of determining whether said asset should be retained, and thus stored for 
further use, or withdrawn from use. 

8-12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently amended) A tracking system for computer-related assets, comprising: 

an electronic database for storage of current and intended location information relating to 
said assets, said assets being moveable between a plurality of sites only by being routed through a 
central site and not being moveable directly from a first site to a second site of the plurality of 
sites, each asset of said assets being independently selected from the group consisting of a 
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computer hardware asset and a computer software asset; and 

a central receiving and storage site where new assets are received and stored, and where 
asset., returning from other sites are stored, said central site having data entry means, linked to 
said database in which a unique identi fier assigned to each said asset is stored and, upon a 
movement oC a said asset, by which exit or entry of the asset is recorded such that both the 
respective current and intended location information is updated in said database. 

«^1n a fart a— — * i ' ' ™« ™ " t<WCd ^ ^ 

^ ^ T ,,, ? tn. h ^de. apart numh rr or ,rp,1 nnmhrT barcode, and a goflware 

rv,^,,^, System (^OS) mmh^MBOSr smh rr rnm prisin P fh * second, and third 

.nptipn^lv seque nced fidds^ saj d ft * field mn ^Hnf of * venu , e eod el dentirvins a first . 

rfi* for the first ass^ajds c rnnd flrM consistin g of n software type of the flirt jBfll 

.,.;„ fi.H .nnsistino n f n r-r"-"""" " f the ^ ™ kRS thfi 

».y r „ for th„ software t yp* «t the first dcstinatiPP site . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) The tracking system of claim [[14]] 13, wherein said database stores, 
for each asset, configuration information relevant to that asset, and said data entry means further 
updates said database records upon each configuration of an asset 

16. (Original ) The tracking system of claim 15, wherein said configuration information includes 
hardware configuration, software configuration and IP address. 
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17-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently amended) A computer program product, carried on a storage medium, for the 
tracking of computer-relatcd assets, between a central site and a plurality of sites, comprising: 
llrst program means to record a unique identifier for each said asset, said assets being 
moveable between said plurality of sites only by being routed through said central site and not 
being moveable directly from a first site to a second site of the plurality of sites, each asset of 
said assets being independently selected from the group consisting of a computer hardware asset 
and a computer software asset; 

second program means to record the location of an asset; 
third program means to record exit from a current site; 
fourth program means to record an intended destination; and 
fifth program means to veri fy entry of an asset being moved at the destination site, 
whereupon said second program means updates the current location of the asset, 

t y Win n first asset «F said assets is n comnutcr soft warn asset thai i* tflPffd with a tag, 
old lair enmor -T ™ ^ t»P * " art "" mhcf or serial num ^ a " d a Software 

Distribution System fSDSI number, said SDS number comnrising first, second, and third , 
fl nniimioualv s«* penced fields said first fiel d insisting of a venue code identifying a first 
.win^n nitft for the first as ^ t said second field consisting of a software type ofthc first asset, 
Mid third field ^nsisriiKT of a co nnive number indev of tha software type that makes the firjt 
f coot imiq nn for the software type at th ^- first destination site . 
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25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24, further compnsmg: 

sixth program means to record and update configuration information for each asset being 

tracked. 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , herein at least one asset of said asset, 

consists of computer software. 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one asset of said assets 

consists of computer hardware. 

28. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein on each movement of said asset the 
method farther comprises faxing a delivery summary from the central site to the intended 
destination for said asset prior to said exit of said asset from the central site, said delivery 
summary comprising advance notification that said asset is to be delivered to said intended 
destination, 

29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein after arrival of said asset at said 
intended destination the method further comprises installing and testing said asset at said 
intended destination, 

30. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein at least one asset of said assets 
consists of computer software. 

09/657,039 6 



PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 4/1/2005 9:57:47 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:U$PTWFXRF-1I2 ' Dffl$:8729306 ' CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):Q3-28 



APR-01-05 FRI 10:21 AM FAX NO. 



3 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein at least one asset of said asset, 
consists of computer hardware. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein on each movement of said asset the 
method further comprises faxing a delivery summary from the central site to the intended 
destination for said asset prior to said exit of said asset from the central site, said delivery 
summary comprising advance notification thai said asset is to be delivered to said intended 
destination, 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein after arrival of said asset at said 
intended destination the method further comprises installing and testing said asset at said 

intended destination. 

34. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 13, wherein at least one asset of said 
assets consists of computer software. 

35. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 13, wherein at least one asset of said 
assets consists of computer hardware. 

36. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 18, wherein at least one asset of said 
assets consists of computer software. 
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37. (Previously presented) The tracking system of claim 18, wherein at least one asset of said 

assets consists of computer hardware. 

38. (Previously presented) The computer program product of elaim 24, wherein at least one asset 
of said assets consists of computer software. 

39. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 24, wherein at least one asset 
of said assets consists of computer hardware. 

40. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein said 
configuration information of said assets comprises a software configuration. 

41 . (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein said 
configuration information of said assets comprises an IP (mtemet Protocol) address. 

42. (New) The method of claim t, wherein a first asset of said assets is a computer software asset 
that is tagged with a tag. said tag comprising an asset tag barcode, a part number or serial number 
barcode, and a Software Distribution System (SDS) number, said SDS number comprising first, 
second, and third contiguously sequenced fields, said first field consisting of a venue code 
identifying a first destination site of the plurality of sites for the first asset, said second field 
consisting of a software type of the first asset, said third field consisting of a consecutive number 
index of the software type thit makes the first asset unique for the software type at the first 
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destination site 

43. (New) The method of claim 42, wherein the f.rst field consists of 3 alphabetical characters, 
wherein the second Held consists of 2 hcxidccimal characters, and wherein the third field consists 
of 2 characters representing an integer. 

44. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the central site comprises a warehouse facility and a 
build facility, said method further comprising: 

storing, by the warehouse facility, individual assets until the individual assets arc required 
to be assembled into computer systems for use at sites of the plurality of sites; and 

assembling, by the build facility, the individual assets into the computer systems. 

45. (New) The method of claim 44, said method further comprising providing the warehouse 
facility and the build facility in a same building complex. 

46. (New) The method of claim 44, said method further comprising providing the warehouse 
facility and the build facility in different locations not in a same building complex. 

47. (New) The method of claim 44, said method further comprising determining by execution of 
software whether a given asset of said assets is located at a site of the plurality of sites, in the 
build facility, in the warehouse, or in transit. 
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48. (New) The tracking system of claim 13, wherein the first field consists of 3 alphabetical 
characters, wherein the second field consists of 2 hexidccimal characters, and wherein the third 
field consists or2 characters representing an integer. 

49. (New) The tracking system of claim 13, wherein the central site comprises a warehouse 
facility and a build facility, wherein the warehouse facility stores individual assets until the 
individual assets are required to be assembled into computer systems for use at sites of the 
plurality of sites, and wherein the build facility assembles the individual assets mto the computer 

systems, 

50. (New) The tracking system of claim 49, wherein Ihc warehouse facility and the build facility 
are i n a same build ing complex. 

51 . (New) The tracking system of claim 49, wherein the warehouse facility and the build facility 
arc in different locations not in a same building complex. 

52. (New) The tracking system of claim 49, said tracking system further comprises software 
which, when executed, determines whether a given asset of said assets is located at a site of the 
plurality of sites, in the build facility, in the warehouse, or in transit 

53. (New) The computer program product of claim 24, wherein the first field consists of 3 
alphabetical characters, wherein the second field consists of 2 hexidccimal characters, and 
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herein the third field consists of 2 characters representing an integer. 



54. (New) The computer program product of claim 53, wherein the central site comprises a 
warehouse facility and a build facility, wherein the warehouse facility stores individual assets 
until the individual assets are required to be assembled into computer systems for use at sites of 
the plurality or sites, wherein the build facility assembles the individual assets into the computer 
systems, said computer program product further comprising sixth program means to determine 
whclher a given asset of said assets is located at a site of the plurality of sites, in the build 
facility, in the warehouse, or in transit. 
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